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3lBri6ge6  '^epovt 


for  the  Year  ended  December,  1942, 
on  Public  Health  Matters  in  the 
Combined  Rural  District  of 
Salisbury  and  Wilton. 


Composition  of  the  Area. 

The  area  in  acres  is  110,163  (approx). 

Rateable  value  of  the  district — ^76,850  os.  od. 
Penny  rate  yields  approximately  £320  3s.  pd. 


Vital  Statistics  to  December,  1942. 

Births. 


The  birth-rate  was  i7'5,  which  compares  with  16*3  last 
year,  and  with  the  figure  of  i5’8  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  England  and  Wales.  The  following  are  the 
figures  for  this  year  : — 


Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  290 
Illegitimate  15 

Stillbirths — Legitimate  8 

Illegitimate  o 


M. 

147 

6 

4 

o 


P.  ^  Birth  Rate  per 
j  I  1,000  of  estim- 
I  ated  resident 
9  J  population  i7’5 

Rate  per  i.ooo 
live  &  still  births 
2-5 
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Deaths, 

\ 

Deaths 


Total  M.  F,  ^  Death  Rate  per 

200  103  106  1 1 >000  of  estim- 

ated  resident 

J  population  12. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Rate  per  1,000 
(live  and  still) 

Deaths 

Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  i 

3-2 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  r 

Total  ..  ...  ...  2 

3-2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Number  of  deaths. ..(10  legitimate,  2  illegitimate)...  12 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  •••  39 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  34 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  133 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

•••35 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

...  I 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

•  •  • 

...  0 

Particulars  of  Death, 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Last 

Year 

This 

Year 

Heart  Disease... 

28% 

33% 

Cancer 

15% 

17% 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1-9% 

4% 
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Details  of  Public  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  spends  his  whole  time  in  Public 
Health  work,  being  Medical  Officer  for  the  neighbouring 
Rural  Districts  of  Mere  and  Tisbury,  and  Wilton 
Borough.  His  qualifications  are  Bachelor  of  Science 
(Honours  Degree)  St.  Andrews  ;  Bachelor  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  ;  Diploma  of  Public  Health  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  England;  Certificates 
of  T ropical  Medicine  and  otTropical  Hygiene,  London,  etc. 

There  is  a  fully  qualified  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  He 
is  a  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  and  County 
Engineers,  and  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  (Sanitary  Inspector),  the  Meat  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Certificate  of  the  Manchester  College  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  Advanced  Sanitary  Science  and  the  Certificate 
of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Union  of  Institutes. 

There  is  also  a  fully  qualified  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

One  Assistant  is  now  a  Sergeant  in  the  Sanitary 
Section  of  the  R.A  M.C.  The  Pupil  Assistant  is  a  Flying 
Officer,  R.A.F  .,  on  active  service.  There  is  also  a  Chief 
Clerk  and  Shorthand-Typist  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
office. 


Water  Supplies. 

Pitton,  Farley  and  Whiteparish  water  supplies  have 
again  answered  all  the  demands  made  upon  them  by  the 
additional  troops  and  evacuees.  There  is  also  a  bulk 
supply  from  Salisbury  City  to  the  parishes  of  Quidhamp- 
ton,  Stratford-sub-Castle  and  part  of  the  parish  of 
Netherhampton  and  Laverstock,  and  a  small  gravitation 
scheme  at  Fovant.  'Phe  latter  has  also  stood  up  to  the 
demands  made  upon  it  by  troops.  West  Dean  is  supplied 
by  the  Norman  Court  Estate  supply;  Dinton  from  D. 
Combes’  supply,  and  Alderbury  from  the  Earl  of  Radnor’s 
supply. 

The  question  of  water  supplies  to  other  parishes  will  be 
one  of  our  first  post-war  works. 
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Analyst's  Report  on  Water  Supplies. 


Number  of  supplies  sampled  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  Good  samples  ..  ...  •••33 

Number  of  Bad  samples  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Bad  samples  which  showed  a  Good 
analysis  following  remedial  works  ..  2 

Number  still  receiving  remedial  work...  ...  i 


Quarterly  samples  are  taken  of  the  Council’s  own  four 
parish  supplies  and  the  whole  of  these  during  1942  were 
consistently  good. 

The  remaining  samples  were  chiefly  for  temporary 
occupation  certificates  for  the  housing  of  peoples  from 
bombed  areas.  A  satisfactory  analyst’s  report  is  also 
insisted  upon  for  any  reconstructed  dwellings,  and  the 
necessity  of  this  is  proved  by  a  twelfth  of  the  total  taken 
being  in  the  first  instance  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 


House  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

All  our  efforts  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  Council’s 
contractor  from  the  army  have  been  unsuccessful  and  the 
work  in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged  precludes  any 
possibility  of  his  early  release. 

However,  the  refuse  and  salvage  collection  during  the 
past  year  has  been  efficiently  maintained  when  all  the 
difficulties  under  which  we  have  to  work,  including  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  petrol  are  taken  into  account 

In  addition  to  theCouncil’s  contractor  there  are  32  Salvage 
Stewards  25%  of  these  dispose  of  their  own  collection 
for  their  own  village  Red  Cross  or  other  funds,  25%  have 
bi-monthly  collections  by  the  Government  paper  merchant 
who,  after  deducting  expenses  for  collection,  returns  to 
each  village  any  balance  for  use  of  their  Red  Cross  or 
other  funds.  The  remaining  collections  are  much 
smaller  and  are  picked  up  monthly  by  the  Council’s  own 
contractor.  Occasionally  when  there  is  a  larger  amount  of 
salvage,  special  arrangements  are  made  for  its  collection. 
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The  following  materials  have  been  salvaged  during  the 
period  under  review  : — 


tons. 

cwts. 

Increase  over  1941. 

Paper 

16 

52%  approx. 

Scrap  Iron  ... 

87 

I2J 

200% 

Bottles  &  Jars 

937 

doz. 

100% 

Bones 

7 

4i 

4®%  >» 

X-^ead  ...  .  • 

1 

3i  . 

100% 

Metal... 

3 

5i 

40  times  as  much. 

Rags  ... 

13 

I 

900%^ 

Rubber 

II 

No  collection  in  1941. 

Meat  and  other  Food  Inspections. 

The  perusal  of  these  figures  will  enable  the  Council  to 
see  that  in  carrying  out  the  request  of  the  Ministry  under 
Memo.  No.  41  of  15th  January,  1940,  about  50%  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  is  taken  up  with  this  very 
important  work. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  condemned  compared  with 
last  year  may  be  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  carcases 
which  normally  would  be  sent  direct  to  the  Knacker’s 
Yard  are  very  often  sent  to  the  Government  Slaughter¬ 
house  with  a  view  of  salvaging  any  edible  meat  whenever 
possible.  There  have  been  one  or  two  occasions  of  swine 
fever  contacts  being  sent  from  a  neighbouring  county. 
This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
I  do  not  think  we  shall  have  a  repetition. 


Animals  Slaughtered. 


Number  Killed. 

Average  per  week. 

Pigs 

...  17,972 

246 

Beasts 

2,946 

57 

Calves 

...  14,592 

281 

Sheep 

...  13,697 

263 

4- 

'P 

0 

847 
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Meot  Condemned. 

\ 


Amount 

lbs. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Fever 
&  Dropsy 

Bruising 
Sc  Injury 

Mori¬ 

bund 

Jaundice 

&Fevered 

Imma 

ture. 

Pork 

55,441 

68% 

18% 

5% 

^10/ 

/  2  /0 

Beef 

108,571 

7^2% 

I2i% 

i2i% 

2i% 

Mutton 

8,240 

^42% 

2i%- 

I2j% 

oi% 

Veal 

3,787 

60% 

7h% 

22.|% 

5% 

5% 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  17  T‘T.  herds  (an  increase  of  i)  and  70 
Accredited  herds  (a  decrease  of  9)  in  the  district 

Quarterly  samples  under  the  Accredited  Scheme  are 
taken  and  advisory  visits  are  made  by  the  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  Wilts  County  Council. 
Advisory  visits  are  also  being  given  in  connection  with 
the  new  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme 
and  the  standard  of  Cow-sheds  and  Dairies  is  being 
improved.  The  progress,  owing  to  shortage  of  labour 
and  material,  must  of  necessity  be  slow,  but  I  think  it 
can  safely  be  said  that  the  majority  of  milk  producers  are 
making  an  honest  effort  to  produce  clean  and  satisfactory 
milk. 

The  registers  have  been  revised  and 
following  : — 

On  the  books — Cow-keepers 

Cow-keepers  and  purveyors 
Milk  purveyors  only  ... 


show  the 

294 

67 

10 


Total 


•  »  • 


371 
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Housing. 

Two  new  bungalows  have  been  completed  during  the 
year  by  private  enterprise,  one  on  the  Laverstock  Hall 
Estate  which  was  left  partly  finished  on  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  and  another  at  Landford.  In  both  cases  these 
builders  had  sufficient  material  in  hand  to  carry  out  the 
works. 

Number  of  Condemned  houses  licensed  for  temporary 
occupation  : — 

I  at  Broadchalke 

3  at  Downton 

1  at.Pitton 

2  at  Steeple  Langford. 
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Temporary  Permits  due  to  blitz  conditions. 

In  addition  to  the  27  permits  issued  the  previous  year, 
a  further  g  have  been  issued  this  year,  making  a  total 
of  36. 

Before  these  permits  are  issued,  a  satisfactory  analyst’s 
report  on  the  water  supply  is  insisted  upon.  The  majority 
of  these  are  situated  in  the  part  of  the  district  nearest 
Southampton,  and  on  the  whole  their  conduct  has  been 
satisfactorv. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  twelve  houses  have 
been  allocated  to  this  district  for  agricultural  workers. 
There  are  also  in  hand  schemes  of  reconstruction  for  four 
more,  two  at  Netherhampton  and  two  at  Bower  Chalke 
under  the  Rural  Workers’  Act  for  agricultural  workers. 

As  for  water  supplies,  so  also  with  housing  there  is 
much  scope  for  post-war  activity. 

Complaints. 

During  the  past  year  some  55  complaints  were  received. 
These  were  investigated  and  those  which  were  justified 
were  dealt  with  by  informal  notices,  and  generally  speak¬ 
ing  were  of  a  minor  character. 

General. 

The  many  multifarious  duties  thrust  upon  us  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  war  have  been  cheerfully  undertaken  by 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Offices  and  I  am  grateful 
for  the  loyal  support  given  me  at  all  times  by  these 
members. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

\  Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital  is  the  centre  for  this 

District.  During  this  year  there  have  been  the  usual 
sporadic  cases,  but  no  epidemic ;  this  has  been  the  case 
for  the  last  twelve  years. 


Disease 

Number  Admitted  to 

of  cases  Isolation  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

IQ 

o 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

o 

Erysipelas 

8 

I 

o 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

o 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

14 

I 

I 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  o 

o 

o 

Measles 

6 

I 

o 

Whooping  Cough 

49 

0 

o 

Opnthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

o 

n 

Auterior 

Poliomyelitis 

I 

c 

0 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M  F 

M 

F 

o 


I  _ I _ 

5 _ _ [ _ 

IQ  .. 

^5  •••  I 


20  ...  I 


25 

5 

I 

35 

2 

I 

45 

I 

55 

65  &  upwards 

I 

Totals 

II  2 

I  I 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  notifications 

show  a  slight  decrease  in  spite  of  war  conditions 

There  was  one  male  and  one  female  death  from  Pulmo¬ 
nary  Tuberculosis. 
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General  Report  on  Health  during  year  1942. 

While  outbreaks  of  colds,  sore  throats  and  other  minor 
complaints  of  a  like  nature  have  been  prevalent  from  time 
to  time  throughout  our  district,  the  general  health  of  the 
public  would  appear  to  have  been  little  affected  so  far  by 
war  conditions,  involving  as  they  do  extra  work,  strain, 
alteration  in  feeding  and  housing  and  in  living  conditions 
generally.  That  there  has  been  no  deleterious  effect  is 
borne  out  by  the  figures  for  incidence  of  infectious  disease; 
for  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  by  the  death  rate  figure 
and  that  for  infantile  mortality  etc.  Notes  on  the  following 
might  be  of  interest. 

(1)  Diphtheria. 

Though  this  district  has  for  the  last  twelve  years  been 
kept  free  from  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  and  though  the 
number  of  sporadic  cases  has  never  been  great,  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  with  recent  movements  of  population 
with  influx  of  visitors  from  districts  where  diphtheria  was 
prevalent,  there  would  have  been  a  definite  rise  in  the 
number  of  cases,  if  not  an  actual  epidemic ;  last  year  the 
number  of  diphtheria  cases  for  the  year  for  the  whole 
district  was  15,  this  year  it  was  only  4,  all  of  which  had 
hospital  treatment  and  none  of  whom  died.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  in  reaching  this  remarkably  satisfactory 
figure  some  credit  is  due  to  the  Council’s  very  satisfactory 
immunisation  scheme  and  to  the* school  teachers,  district 
nurses  arid  family  Doctors  who  have  all  contributed  to 
making  the  scheme  the  success  it  is  A  number  of 
schools*  have  actually  had  at  various  times  a  100% 
immunised  population  and  the  estimated  overall  figures 
of  school  children  immunised  for  the  district  is  over  90%. 

Immunisation  in  a  large  and  scattered  area  like  ours  is 
always  difficult  especially  with  pre-school  children  but 
thanks  to  the  assistance  of  many  of  our  district  nurses  in 
seeking  out  these  children  this  figure  is  also  becoming  a 
very  satisfactory  one. 

As  far  then  as  immunisation  goes  the  Council  can  be 
satisfied  that  their  figures  will  reasonably  compare  with 
those  of  any  other  Rural  District. 
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(2)  Tuberculosis. 

In  view  of  the  publicity  given  from  time  to  time  to  the 
alleged  marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  such  increase 
has  occurred  in  the  figures  for  Salisbury  &  Wilton  Rural 
District.  Ihe  number  of  new  cases  for  the  year  among 
males  was  ii  compared  with  9  last  year  ;  of  these  ii  men, 
6  had  returned  to  their  homes  on  being  discharged  from 
the  Services,  having  acquired  or  developed  pulmonary 
symptoms  for  the  most  part  outside  this  district.  That 
the  number  of  cases  that  developed  tuberculosis  in 
Wiltshire  was  small  is  also  borne  out  by  the  incidence  of 
pulmonary  cases  among  the  female  population.  This, 
according  to  our  register  for  the  year  was  only  two  cases. 

Turning  now  to  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
i.e.  cases  of  tuberculosis  elsewhete  than  in  the  lungs,  of 
bovine  origin  from  milk  etc.  the  number  notified  this  year 
was  only  two,  one  male  and  one  female.  T  his  compares 
with  six  last  year. 

The  above  figures  are  given  to  inform  the  Council  that 
so  far  as  1942  was  concerned  there  was  not  any  spread 
of  tuberculosis  amongst  the  actual  resident  rural  popula¬ 
tion,  and  that  even  taking  into  account  the  Army  and 
Naval  discharges  there  was  no  marked  increase,  but 
adding  together  both  types  of  tuberculosis,  actually  a 
drop  in  the  total  cases,  of  one  case 

Leaving  war  conditions  out  it  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory 
that  there  should  be  ten  or  twelve  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  every  year  in  a  rural  district  and  I  am  quite 
sure  it  could  be  cut  down  still  further  by 

(1)  More  efficient  housing  generally, 

(2)  By  provision  of  subsidised  housing  and  if  necessary 
feeding  and  after  care  for  patients  leaving  institu¬ 
tions.  This  would  cost  less  in  the  end  to  the  state 
and  be  less  danger  to  the  general  public  than  the 
repeated-  sending  of  many  patients  to  Hospital 
which  occurs  at  the  present  time.  Adequate 
feeding  and  housing  and  general  after  care  would 
appear  to  me  to  yield  a  better  dividend  than 
building  or  commandeering  more  Hospitals. 
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(3)  Housing. 

(I)  Farm  Cottages. 

The  position  with  regard  to  these  cottages  before  the 
passing  of  the  Rural  Workers’  Housing  Act  was  that 
with  the  increase  in  mechanisation  and  the  turn  from 
arable  to  dairy  farming  many  cottages  were  allowed  to 
get  into  a  derelict  condition  and  finally  close  down.  The 
uneconomic  rent  of  3/-  for  a  farm  cottage  did  not  en¬ 
courage  either  the  owner  or  the  tenant  farmer  to  improve 
or  keep  the  cottages  remaining  in  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

With  the  passing  of  the  R.W.A.  with  its  subsidy, 
although  very  many  cottages  in  our  district  were  put  in 
order,  and  given  a  fresh  lease  of  life,  this  did  not  compen¬ 
sate  for  others  which  were  turned  into  week-end  cottages 
etc.  and  let  away  from  the  farms  and  rural  workers.  ‘  The 
position  then  is  that  for  every  dozen  good  farm  cottages 
there  are  many  more  not  so  good,  some  derelict  and  some 
of  the  better  cottages  let  off  to  more  wealthy  tenants. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  farm-workers’  pay  to 
put  him  on  a  level  with  other  craftsmen  should  now 
enable  him  to  pay  an  economic  rent,  i.e.  one  which  will 
at  least  allow  the  owner  to  put  aside  something  out  of  the 
rent  for  repairs,  a  position  which  has  never  been  possible 
in  the  past. 

As  it  is  the  declared  aim  of  the  Government  to  en¬ 
courage  rural  life,  it  is  obvious  that  there  must  be 
available  cottages  in  every  parish  of  a  type  to  compete 
with  the  urban  Council  House  as  far  as  facilities  go,  i.e. 
water  supply,  electric  light,  cooking  and  washing  facilities. 
To  obtain  an  idea  of  the  maximum  number  likely  to  be 
required  it  would  be  possible  to  circularise  every  farm  in 
the  district  when  an  idea  could  be  got  of  exactly  how 
great  the  shortage  was.  All  that  can  be  said  at  present 
is  that  there  is  a  definite  shortage,  greater  in  some  districts 
than  others,  and  that  the  general  standard  is  too  low. 

(2)  Country  Workers. 

These  people  are  in  as  bad  a  plight  as  the  farm-workers, 
in  fact  rather  worse  since  the  number  of  houses  built  by 
private  enterprise  to  let  has  been  for  years  extremely 
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small,  and  many  cottages  are  bought  up  by  retired  City 
people  as  they  become  vacant,  used  as  weeKend  cottages, 
etc.  The  result  of  this  acute  housing  shortage  is  that  the 
population  of  County  workers  in  trades  allied  to  farming 
gets  progressiv'ely  smaller  as  their  children  are  auto¬ 
matically  driven  into  the  towns  in  search  of  housing 
accommodation.  Only  a  bold  continued  workable  policy 
of  building  several  hundred  houses  will  check  the  drift. 
The  need  for  housing  then  is  definitely  acute  in  this  rural 

district  as  in  others. 


(4)  Water  Supplies. 

I  would  suggest  to  the  Council  that  plans  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  every  parish  in  their  area  be  drawm 
out  now  to  be  begun,  (if  possible),  immediately  after  the 
war,  whether  there  is  local  opposition  or  not.  That  the 
plan  be  drawn  up  by  a  local  architect  or  engineer  whom 
it  will  be  possible  for  the  sanitary  authorities  to  contact 
whenever  necessary.  It  is  possible  now  to  get  water  to 
every  village  in  our  district  and  wherever  this  has  been 
done  in  the  past  it  has  never  been  regretted,  though  the 
burden  in  the  past  has  been  a  heavy  one  on  individual 
parishes  spread  over  a  number  of  3^8ars,  say  five  years, 
over  the  whole  district  this  scheme  should  not  be  beyond 
the  power  of  the  Council  to  undertake. 
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